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The following l e  a generd euurnary of my work for the winter of 1916-17 
fn order that the h e s u  may have a cmprehensive outline of actual conditj 
i n  the Brietol bay region, Weetern Ala*. 

&@hh.g, The weatbsr in the Bering sea country last winter wae crxoepl 
t i o m l .  
frastes and thaws, cold northweot winda, blirrar88, deep snows, etldden dips 
end equally a8 sudden riser of tmperataXTe and altogether uncertain weather 
as took place last sister, 
terfes buried in the meteorology of that region, 

Xot in many years has there been CL season marked with rmch Incessant 

The came of this condition is one of the mye- 

---- Travel --I_--- conditions. -, Due t o  the weather dog team travel wag precarious 
with the queetion of reaching destinations a l w a y s  smatter  of doubt M f l ~ r  
certainty, thsrps and rtomr d i k e  uniting t o  produce delays and trail haul& 
ships. 

Narrative of operetiont~, - I initiated my wfnter work by a t r ip  up the 
Igrrahik river, leevine; my sinter headqrurrtare at Kanekaachk o r  D i l l i n g h a m  
on Euchagalc b.y Forember 1, 19L6. Eews had reschsd me of infractions of 
the fur regulations in the Iguahik region, and I therefore covered the dis- 
trict in which the lrregulrrl t ier  were reparted. 

Returning t o  headquarters I made a t r i p  up the lhhagak river t o  the 
mouth of the Wchatney river t o  investigate the znmber of the reported beaver 
colonies i n  that locality. 

Bollawing the Iklchstnsy expedition I w8m at hsardqas;rtero f o r  oaretal  
weeks making Qily t r i p s  out over the tundra plains. 

The middle of December I went on a t r i p  t o  Xulukuk bry where an Xekimo 
viUrrge l e  located ami considerable trapping done, Md upon retamine t o  
Nulh.gak bay made ishort tr ips during the month of Jazra~ly MB unt i l  febmary 
l l t h ,  t o  S n a g  ?oint , N u a s k  and the E$rimo villages of the k8hagak region, 

home frm that journey in the l e t t e r  part of March I went to  Togiak bay, th io  
expedition ending the winter's travel. 

I then went t o  UgrSh3.k via of Koggiung, R a e  and Egsgik, Arriving 

It my object to cover the entire d i s t r ic t  i n  a comprehenofve and 
thorough manner and the meamre of aac~ebs attained wao hxgely due t o  the 
fac t  that I had rm exceptioaally good dog team, - well cared for at dl tbss. 
Had t h i s  not been tha cage the untoffasd weather conditions would have matsriolly 
reduced the mileage covered, 
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@r Di&r-*tion. As canpared w i t h  the previous winter, when foxes 
were very IMnerous, the Red fox in the Bristol  bay region lmt w h t a r  was 
scarce. Several reaaons were given for thie, one being the heavy snow fall 
over mountains and ;plains alike cd~usbq, according to  the belief of many, 
the fox to ramein i n  its mountain fastnesses, where it  breeds and finda i t s  
habitat in the suuxner mason. Others were inclined t o  believe the animal 
d f e r s d  fran infectious dieeasea raad died in ouch numbers that very few re- 
mained. Distemper broke out among the dogs of the Bristol bsy region EIzld 
wiped aut many of the finest teams 
those rslnaining l o s t  from a dog or eo t o  half the team. Trapprs and fur 
traders thought th i s  mane disease made inroads in the fox tribe. 
of aeverral of the ~ i m a l s  de&d from disease - found. fran time to time in 
different  local i t ies ,  apparently lent credence t o  thie explanation of the 
ocarsity of the animals. 

the- diff6rtmt villages I v is i ted  and 

The bodier 

The White fox appears t o  he growing scarcer year by yew. Only three 
pelts were taken i n  the ent i re  R r i s t o l  'say region during the past winter. 
Ten years ago, I am informed, Pran 200 t o  300 d i t e  fox  skins came out of 
thir district annaelly. 

a were very plentiful in Western Alaska last winter. This animal 
was relatively s c ( ~ ~ c 8  in the Rristol bnJr country the previous winter. 

&mi Otter were in about the same numbers a8 the p r e v i m  winter. 

Ermine were very scarce end not a great rnany skins wer9 secured. 

-- Prices &. - The Red fox akin brought f rm $5. t o  $8. during the 
first part of the season bat l a t e r  went to values rmging from $7. to $12.50, 
according t o  the grade of the e k h .  

Croas Fox Pel t s  brought from $8. t o  $20.00, 

Lynx c o d  be baaght anywhere from $3.50 to $7.50, 

Land Otter rm frm $s. t o  $9.00. 

&&rat skine were frm ten t o  twentr cents each, 

Shirley A. Baker, 


